The FrogWatch cane toad trapping mechanism is a one-way gate developed by Graeme Sawyer with assistance from David Wilson and Ian Morris.  The one-way gate utilises clear plastic fingers that allow the toads to see into the trap and allows them to easily push into the trap. Once inside the trap the toads cannot get out again.

The traps built with these gates have proven effective toad catchers in trials run by FrogWatch. The one-way gate can be fitted to any sort of cage or pen design. Multiple gates can be fitted to a cage trap.  Small cage traps can be easily moved around to the best location to catch toads.  One small cage trap 400 wide X600 deep X 300 high, with a single gate, has caught over 100 toads in a month in trials near Katherine.

The toads are attracted to a light or the insects that are attracted by the light.  To feed on the insects the toads need to go into the trap.  The gate exploits a behavioural characteristic of the toads, pushing against any barriers in their way, by allowing them easy access to the inside of the trap where the insects are. 

Trials by FrogWatch have shown that the traps can catch all the toads in an area around a house or block in a few weeks and that once the toads are gone any new toads moving into the area seem to be quickly caught in the traps.  Both test sites have been kept relatively toad free by a single cage trap.  Both owners have commented that they never see toads around the house anymore, except for those in the trap.

Set up

When you set up a trap of this nature the light source needs to be on top of the trap or close to it.  If your cage trap is small there is a risk that toads will sit around the outside and get a feed without going into the trap.  To stop this cover the sides of the trap where there is no gate with shade cloth or plastic.  This should make the toads go to the parts of the trap where the doors are.

Make sure the mesh is large enough to allow insects into the inside of the trap.  The size of the holes in the mesh allows other animals, such as small native frogs, to pass through the trap. 

Lights

The traps have been used successfully with ordinary 12volt camping fluorescent lights.  They have also been used very successfully with 12v black light insect tubes which seem to attract more insects.  Any light source that is bright enough to attract insects will probably work.

